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First responders play a critical role in the prevention of opioid
overdose fatalities. Naloxone is a life-saving medication that
is both safe and easy to administer, requiring minimal training
for effective use. The strategic distribution of naloxone by
first responders is essential because those who are most
likely to benefit from naloxone access—individuals at risk of
overdose and their loved ones—are often present in private
residences where overdoses commonly occur.

When an overdose is reversed by laypeople or bystanders, it typically takes
place in these home settings, where friends or family members of the
individual at risk are already on the scene. 

These individuals are often in the best position to act quickly and administer            
naloxone within the crucial first five minutes of an overdose
incident. Ensuring that naloxone is readily available at these
critical moments not only improves patient outcomes but also
reduces the overall impact on healthcare and emergency
response systems.

Introduction
Brief explanation of the Naloxone Leave Behind (NLB) Program

Importance of first responder distribution of naloxone

Click on each resource in the following pages to visit the link.

The Naloxone Leave Behind (NLB) program is an
innovative public health initiative designed to equip
individuals at risk of experiencing or witnessing an
opioid overdose with naloxone, a life-saving
medication that can reverse the effects of an
overdose. Under this program, first responders,
such as emergency medical services (EMS)
personnel, distribute naloxone kits to individuals
who have experienced a non-fatal overdose, as
well as to their friends, family members, or
bystanders who may be present. By providing
naloxone and brief training on its administration, 

the NLB program empowers community members to act swiftly in critical
situations, reducing the risk of fatal overdoses and promoting timely
interventions.
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Leave Behind Naloxone protocol 7.31.24

KBEMS Approved 
Leave Behind Naloxone Protocol 

KBEMS Website 

)

https://kbems.ky.gov/Medical-Direction/Documents/Leave_Behind_Naloxone_Protocol_2024-08-08.pdf
https://kbems.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx
https://kbems.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx


KBEMS Leave Behind
Naloxone Protocol 

If you need help with substance use any time day or night,
1-8338-KYHELP (1-833-859-4357)

https://findhelpnow.org/ky
or call, text, or chat 988

https://operationunite.org/programs/kyhelp-call-center/
https://findhelpnow.org/ky
https://988.ky.gov/


How to Order Naloxone
Go to: Find Naloxone Now KY

     Click on: Ordering for an Agency

Review and Click:
Continue 

https://findnaloxone.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx
https://findnaloxone.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx


Review and Answer: Is your agency located in one of the
following counties?  Click Yes or No

Review and Answer: Which of the following best describes
your agency? Select the option that applies to your
agency.



Review and Answer: Will this naloxone be used to stock
naloxone distribution boxes, vending machines or kiosks?
Click No

Review and Answer: Are you requesting for a Naloxone
Leave Behind Program? Click Yes

Click to Continue: Click A then click Submit



Fill out the Teva 4mg Naloxone Request Form: 
This comes from the Teva Opioid Abatement Settlement
and what we are using with First Responder Naloxone
Leave Behind. 

What you will receive: 
4 mg naloxone kits
zippered naloxone pouches (as supplies last)
resource materials to put into each naloxone leave
behind kit - Nasal Spray and Rescue Breathing
Instruction Cards



 Rescue Breathing 
Instruction Card

Optional Kit Contents
Naloxone Nasal Spray instruction card

 Naloxone 4 mg 
nasal spray units  

 SUD Treatment 
Resource Card  

Click Here

Sample Kits

Overdose Prevention 
Lifeline Materials

https://neverusealone.com/
https://neverusealone.com/


Training Resources 

KDPH EHP From Crisis to Care: Overdose Interventions for First

You Can Reverse Overdose: Naloxone and Rescue Breathing

Opioid Overdose Interventions for First Responders is a one hour overview of current opioid
use trends along with evidence-based recommendations for responding to an overdose safely
and appropriately.

This training, designed specifically for First Responders offers up-to-date information on
current naloxone formulations, the importance of rescue breathing, fentanyl in the unregulated
drug supply, and misconceptions around fentanyl exposure risks

One hour of Continuing Education credit is available for Emergency Medical Service (EMS)
professionals, nurses, social workers, and Community Health Workers (CHWs).

You Can Reverse Overdose: Naloxone and Rescue Breathing is an animated video
designed in Kentucky. In about four minutes, anyone can learn to respond effectively to an
opioid overdose by administering naloxone and giving rescue breaths.

https://www.train.org/ky/course/1121200/details?activeTab=contacts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sB7M7SxojN8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sB7M7SxojN8
https://www.train.org/ky/course/1121200/details?activeTab=contacts
https://findnaloxone.ky.gov/Pages/how-do-i-use-naloxone.aspx
https://youtu.be/UM3UF9uJ6Mw?si=sq3B5iRKZKqolnw6
https://youtu.be/UM3UF9uJ6Mw?si=sq3B5iRKZKqolnw6


From Crisis to Care
As effective as naloxone is, this lifesaving medicine specifically works by reversing
an opioid overdose and does not treat a substance use disorder (SUD). SUDs,
including opioid use disorder, are chronic, treatable conditions from which people
can recover. People with SUDs have trouble stopping drug use despite the negative
consequences. People who survive an opioid overdose are still at risk for continued
substance misuse.  

This creates a crucial opportunity to connect individuals with treatment options and
harm reduction services to support their recovery journey. Below are some
statewide resources to consider.

findhelpnow.org/ky
Use this website to find facilities and providers who are actively taking
new clients. We work with hundreds of mental health treatment,
substance use disorder treatment, naloxone, and recovery housing
organizations in Kentucky to bring you up-to-date and accurate
information and available openings. View this guide to see details about
how to navigate the website.

KY HELP Statewide Call Center
For help finding substance use disorder or questions about treatment or
recovery, contact the KY HELP Statewide Call Center to speak with a
screening and referral specialist Monday through Friday from 7:00 am to
10:00 pm and Saturday and Sunday from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm EST/EDT at
1-877-318-1871.

Experiencing a Crisis? Call or text 988 or Live Chat
Kentuckians experiencing a mental health or substance use crisis can call,
chat or text with a trained crisis counselor through the 988 Suicide & Crisis
Lifeline. This free, confidential, and anonymous service is available
24/7/365. Connection to additional crisis services will be provided if
necessary.

https://findhelpnow.org/ky
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ybvnJwEWXlbYVmCBoLmNq4nO88l1AJDn/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102122190499233100155&rtpof=true&sd=true
http://chat.988lifeline.org/


Additional Resources

Printable Resources 

clicking this will download a zip file of
resources to your computer

Public Health and Harm Reduction Resources

https://neverusealone.com/resources/
http://findnaloxone.ky.gov/Documents/Find%20Naloxone%20Now%20KY%20-%20print%20materials.zip
https://findhelpnow.org/ky/learning-materials/products-and-publications
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/Pages/harmreduction.aspx
https://kyhrc.org/
https://findrecoveryhousingnowky.org/products



